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Trends affecting Universities 



Freeing knowledge from power structures like 
schools, universities and corporations will change 

everything 
 

•  Why sit listening to a teacher reading “approved” 
excerpts from a book, when the book is out there, 
freely accessible from anywhere, at any time?  

•  Why accept established interpretations when you 
can read and discuss it with thousands of others? 

•  Why sit in serried ranks, when you can sit in the 
park, beach or pub?  

•  Why listen to a single conduit of knowledge 
(lecturer) when the world of knowledge is in your 
hands?  
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“We find that the following practices present significant   
opportunities for improving the learning experience: 

•  Short video lectures: these are consistent with 
recommendations from studies of cognitive load and 
mind wandering 

 
•  Spaced learning: Space out assessments so that a 

student is asked about a topic she covered several 
days, weeks or months ago 

•  Graduated tasks: Offer graduated tasks of 
increasing complexity, challenging students to 
address more and more open-ended problems” 

Source: MIT online education policy initiative (2016) 

83% of MIT undergraduates are taking a course where a substantial component of 
the course is hosted on the MITx platform 
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FutureLearn: Enriches Discussion 
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